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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
We all have our special routes. Short ones that we 
take as part of our mental restorative process. 
Medium ones that take a day, or stretch into a full 
weekend. My personal favorite is the yearly trek to 
South Dakota and the Black Hills. 

The options available on this 950 plus mile trip are 
many. Interstate travel enables you to cover this dis-
tance in a day and a half. Kathy Citko and I did this 
a number of years ago. She was on a Sporty with a 
small tank. Yet it was easy, On another occasion, a 
group of Top Cats used the interstate trip as an Iron 
Butt qualifier. They did it in less than 20 hours. 
My preference, however, is riding the secondary 
roads. Two lanes, rural towns, local diners and 
motels. 

For the last 6 years my route of choice has been US 
20 all the way to Chadron, Nebraska, then due 
North on the 385 into the foot of the Black Hills at 
the historic town of Hot Springs. From there, 
Custer, Hill City, Lead and Deadwood follow in 
order. A little jog off of 385 accesses the Custer 
State Park system, Keystone with Mt. Rushmore 
and at the northern end, Spearfish Canyon. 

90 miles in the Hills, great roads with a minimal 
amount of traffic controls to slow your progress. 
The scenery in the Black Hills is MAGNIFICENT 
no matter what road you travel. 

Another great trip is filed in our memory and we 
are already looking forward to next year. Maybe a 
change is in the works: US 20 between Dubuque 
and Fort Dodge is no longer rural two lane:-( We 
will have to think about that! 

Saddle Up! 

Jim "Iceman" Heniff  

Minutes of the Board Meeting 
on August 16, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Present were Jim Heniff, Chuck Prettyman, Ken Glassman, 
Sandy Vernon, John Fraccaro, Don Schaffer, Terry Kumro, 
Lynn Adams, and Ric Case. 

Ric Case said 14 people need to take the GRASS class before 
the end of the year. Stay tuned for the exact date of the next 
one, but it is anticipated to be at the end of October, or early 
November. 

Don Schaffer's financials were accepted by the Board. It is 
anticipated that the treasury will end the year with over $8,000 
in the bank. 

New members applying for membership are Mick and Cindy 
Bryan, of Wayne. Their membership will be voted on by the 
Board after they have completed a GRASS class, and have 
attended a ride. 

Also, Tom DeRosa has applied for membership, and will be 
voted on after completion of the GRASS class. 

Chuck Prettyman has suggested that we have a more perma-
nent Charity Ride Chairperson to oversee the Charity Ride 
each year in order to maintain continuity with vendors, donors, 
and to help future committees in preparing for the event, 
instead of having to reinvent the wheel each year. Any inter-
ested party should contact Chuck. 

Elections are coming up this winter, and the following officers 
and Board members will be seeking reelection: Jim Heniff -
President; Chuck Prettyman-Vice President; Ken Glassman -
Secretary; and John Fraccaro - Director. The office of 
Treasurer needs to be filled, as Don Schaffer will have served 
his 2 year term by the end of the year. Remember, ANY mem-
ber can put his or her name up for election to these offices by 
contacting any of our Past Presidents, such as Sandy Vernon, 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, George Lax, Ric Case, or Rob Mann. 

Board members, Rose Temple, Jim Krepel, and Terry Kumro, 
will serve the second year of their terms. 

Nominations for all elective offices will close on the night of 
the October general meeting, so please contact a past President 
by then if you are interested in running. A week later, at the 
October Board Meeting, the slate will be presented to the 
Board for approval. The slate will then be published in the 
November Roar, and the voting will take place at the 
December meeting. 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, Proprietors, 
Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of large, medi-
um and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 
The content and opinions expressed in articles are those of the authors and not, nec-
essarily those of Top Cats - Illinois. 

ME BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

(j heniff@mailstation.com ) 
847/381-5357 

Vice President 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	Ken Glassman 
(lhawkeye50@hotmalcom) 

847/394-2646 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Sanra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com ) 

847/634-6402 

Director 	Rose Temple 
(rtemple@acnielsen.com) 

847/516-8825 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
(ffraccarogj uno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 
(tlizardkumro@aol.com) 

847/639-4009 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTLINE: (8471622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotmail.com  

NEXT MEETING: September 7th, 2004 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@comcast.net) 847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer (numbersman@thecpas.biz) 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Lynn Adams (leadams38@msn.com ) 847/657-9363 
Charity Ride 	Rose Temple (rtemple@acnielsen.com) 847/516-8825 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com ) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (jfraccaro@juno.com) 
Roar 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 
Hotline 	Jim Haase (iimhaase(&someast.net) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 
847/776-7845 

Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net) 847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 847/438-4998 

UANIDY'S CYCILIE 

RANDY WEAVER 
	

afLEHMANTRIKES, INC 
11013 Route 47 
	

(847) 669-0256 
P.O. Box 516 
	

Fax (847) 669-0772 
Huntley, IL 60142 	 www.randyscycle.com  

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines II. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 
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Top Cats - 2002 

By Traveler 
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Board approved a By-Law change adjusting our accounting year to the 0 
calendar year, expanding and separating the Secretary and Treasurer & 
positions, and recognizing a fourth director. May marked the 7th o 
anniversary of ROAR.  

The year started with 147 members and the most ambitious activities 
schedule yet...14 one - day rides, 7 overnight rides, and 10 Top Cats 	 JUN 	 ?i events. The Club was led by Traveler, Rik Lowry was VP, Jim Heniff - George Lax became interim VP Dan Strickler joined, a GRASS class 0 
Treasurer, Sandy Vernon - Secretary, and George Lax - Past President. was held on the 11th, Top Cats rode to Door County, WI on the 6th, Chi 
Directors included; Bard Boand, Jim Krepel, Chuck Prettyman, and and to Trempeleau, WI on the 29th. Bard Boand led the Top Cats on0 
Ray Caprio. tgi the ride to Little Sturgis on the River in Davenport, IA on the 14th and 

JAN Jim Heniff and Terry Kumro led a group on a Stage Coach Trail Ride N 
The first Pickup Ride of the year took place on a cold 6 Jan. Maureen on the 16th to link up with Bard's returning group. Riders included; A 
Prettyman, Ken Glassman, and Traveler were the only ones to show Pat and Joe Chevalier, Kevin and Cheryl Riddick, Bill and Sandy O 
up and they drove cars, had breakfast and went home to a warm fire- Vernon, Roberta and Rod Arsenault, John Fraccaro, Rik Lowry Jim t', 0 
place. The Board approved $500 for new membership brochures and Irvine, and Windy and Jim Krepel. 
$1,000 for the Annual Awards Banquet. Craig and Linda Martens, 
heading the Fall Charity Ride, announced the raffle prize as a 2002 	

JUL 	
0 O 

HD Sportster. New members this month included; Pat Chevalier and The Board approved a $200 donation to Simon Milward, our guest  
speaker, for his ride around the world to raise funds for Doctors t:A 

Marilee Lonze. 
,4 	

Without Borders, and Mike Prate joined the Club. The Club mourned 

gs) 	 FEB 	 the loss of fellow riders Don and Marlene Katsion and Judy Haehn, 0 
Top Cats-Illinois was nominated by NISRA, and awarded, over hun- killed by an illegal alien who was inattentive and hit them head-on. As 
dreds of other corporate nominees, the Illinois Annual Excellence in GRASS class was held on the 28th, the Club rode in the Annual Ride N 
Service award presented at a State ceremony in Chicago. Sandy for Kids, and Top Cats departed for Sturgis on the 31st.  
Vernon, Terry Kumro, Ric Case, and Jim Heniff represented the Club 	 4 

"1 
in accepting the award. Stef Levy started a networking list and the 	

AUG 
The Annual Progressive Dinner Ride was held on the 18th, attended A 

Board approved $500 for Virgo's Memorial Ride patch. Ten Top Cats by 40 riders led by Jim Krepel, and hosted by Don and Jean N 
(Carl and Terri Hart, George Lax, Ric Case, Rob Mann, Rik Lowry 
Pete Hemmelgarn, Windy Krepel, Sandy Vernon, and Jim Heniff) Esbjornson, Jim and Jackie Hudmon, George and Pam Cumpata, and 
became CPR certified at a s ecial To Cats' CPR class. The first Jim and Paula McRoy. Ron Kostus led the Club an our Sunset Ride on 

GRASS of the year was held on 9 Feb. p  
the 24th, Ray Mullen joined the Club, and we had a Pickup Ride on iA 
the 31st. Sandy Vernon received the Annual Vice President's Award at 

0 	 MAR 	 Sturgis and the Top Cats were featured on NBC Nightly News and the Sc 00 0 The Annual Awards Banquet was held on the 15th, hosted by Pete and NBC Donna Bancroft Tour America show 	 0 
0 Cheryl Hemmelgarn. Virgo was inducted into the Top Cats' Hall of 
0 	 SEP 	 I:A 0 Fame, Vince O'Leary was recognized for owning the oldest bike, Jim Jim Haase led 21 Top Cats on a cold Fall Color Ride, Ron Kostus gi 
*Haase as the Most Rookie Miles, Sandy Vernon as the Safest Rider, 
I Bard Boand for the Most Scenic Ride, and John Lunde was awarded received his Road Captain rocker, a GRASS class was held on the 8th, g 

co   0 the Top Cat of the Year award.Terry Kumro replaced Ray Caprio as and the Top Cats rode the Annual Medinah Motor Corps Liberty Ride 

1 on the 22d. Craig and Linda Martens, assisted by many members, N 
 Director, Jordy Glazov received his Road Captain rocker, and new members included; Terri Hart, Jim Mastro, Judy O'Leary, Ed Krnak, held our Annual Fall Charity Ride on the 29th raising over $23,000 g 

0 Bob Sgarlata, and Bill Vernon. 	
for NISRA. The 2003 Nominating Committee was announced as; 0 

0 	 George Lax - Chair, Ric Case, Ken Glassman, and Roberta Arsenault. 
0 0 
r 	 APR  OCT 

 0 The 2 April meeting was held at Woodstock HD, hosted by Doug 	 0 
The 2003 Activities Calendar was presented in draft, a GRASS class p 

0 Jackson, GM, coordinated by Chuck Prettyman. Top Cats attended was held on the 19th, and Mike Wolf, and Rose and Tom Temple  
the Annual NISRA Banquet on 12 Apr, a GRASS class on the 13th, a 
Pickup Ride, led by Jim Haase with 22 members riding to Lake joined the Club. 	 N 

& Geneva on the 14th, and the Annual Door to Door Ride, led by Rik 	 NOV 	 0 
 

Lowry and Jordy Glazov, on the 21st. Jim Haase received his RC rock- The Nominating Committee announced the 2003 slate for the Dec 3 g 
*er and Larry Scalzitti, Jack Pangrazio, and Charles Walgreen joined elections, the Board approved the first quarter, 03 Activities Calendar, I 
* the Club. Traveler led the Top Cats on our Founder, Carl "Virgo" a GRASS class was held on the 17th, and new members included; 
0 Bender's Memorial Ride on a chilly 28 Apr.  ; Linda Daro, Matt Kas, and Gary and Muriel Brandt. 0 
-.1.  

MAY 	 DEC  
*A GRASS class was held on the 5th, Top Cats rode to White Pines 
% Park on 

 the 12th, and John Lunde led the Top Cats to the Annual The results of elections for the 2003 Board were; Sandy Vernon-Pres, 
0 	 Jim Heniff-VP, John Lunde-Sec, Don Schaffer-Treas, and Directors; 

Little Angels Ride on the 19th. Traveler led the first President's Ride to John Fraccaro, Bard Boand, Jim Krepel, and Chuck Prettyman. Top M 
Rolling Thunder, in DC, for the Memorial Day Ride to the Wall. Jenny Cats closed the riding season with a cold ride to the Annual Chicago 

g On did the Rolling Thunder ride from Orange County CA to DC. Top Toys for Tots ride. 	 N 
Cats attended an Experienced Rider Course on the 11th. Riders  0 

, ,. included; Jim Heniff, Bard Boand, Terry Kumro, John Lunde, Rob 	 0 
Mann, Kevin and Cheryl Riddick, Pete Hemmelgarn, Jim Krepel, Rik  .gt 

0) Lowry Tom Malia, Chuck Prettyman, and Wayne Newman. The 
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TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 
September 2004 - December 2004 

Date Time Activity Location Leader 

Tue-Sep-7 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Fri-Sep-10 TBA Wisconsin Dells Rally Chula Vista Resort BMW Club of WI 

Sun-Sep-12 9:00 AM Top Cats Fall Charity Ride Duke's Bar and Grill, Wauconda R. Temple 
Mon-Sep-13 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Sep-18 10:00 AM Men's Health Seminar Good Shepard Med Center, Barrington W. Kirkpatrick 
Sun-Sep-19 10:30 AM Top Cats President's Ride 124 Colony, Inverness J. Heniff 
Sat-Oct-2 10:00 AM Top Cats Wheels n' Water Ride Clark Station, Rt. 12 and Bonner Road M. Heller 
Tue-Oct-5 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Sun-Oct-10 TBA Rolling Thunder Toy Run TBA RT Ch2 
Mon-Oct-11 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Oct-16 10:30 AM Top Cats Fall Color Ride Broken Oar, Cary S. Levy 
Tue-Nov-2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Mon-Nov-8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Tue-Dec-7 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Mon-Dec-13 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 

NOTE: Check the web site (www.topcats.org ) and the Hotline (847 622-3501) for details/updates. The 2004 Activities 
Calendar can also be downloaded from the web site but, check for changes frequently. 

Top Cats Fall Charity Ride-September 12th 
Pre-Registration and Raffle Items Needed 

On Sunday, September 12, 2004, the Top Cats will 
be conducting its 8th Annual Charity Ride to bene-
fit NISRA, the Northern Illinois Special Recreation 
Association. Since the Top Cats membership is 
made up of business owners, entrepreneurs, and 
executives, the Charity Committee is looking to the 
membership to help obtain raffle prize donations. 
They are accepting any type of product (oil, waxes, 
cleaner, etc.), motorcycle item/gear, (hats, t-shirts, 
gloves, boots, helmets, etc.) gift certificates of any 
sort (may they be for the coffee shop down the 
street, dinner for two at a favorite restaurant or a 
quick oil change)... ANY kind of raffle donation will 
be GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED. 

Please be part of the Top Cats charity efforts. Even 
if you do not think you can attend the annual ride, 
please make sure you still pre-register for the ride. 
YOUR DONATION IS NEEDED. This is Top Cats 
MAIN ride of the year. It is our hope that EVERY 
member will be a part of it. Pre-registration forms 
are in this issue of ROAR. There will also be an 
opportunity at the September general meeting to 
sign-up. 

If EVERYONE in our club makes just a little effort, 
we can accomplish great things for a wonderful 
charity. 

PLEASE REMEMBER, if you have any raffle dona-
tions, please contact Rose Temple at 847-516-8825 
or email her at rtemple@acnielsen.com . 



Minutes of the General Meeting 
on August 3, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

President Jim Heniff, and Vice President Chuck Prettyman 
were not at the meeting, so Secretary Ken Glassman was next 
in succession, and led the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order exactly at 7:30PM. I called 
this our "Solstice Meeting", since with many folks leaving for 
Sturgis the following morning, it would be the short3est one of 
the year. 

Apparently, word got out that Heniff and Prettyman would be 
absent at the meeting, so 7 guests felt it was safe to attend. SO 
we welcomed; Greg Smith, from Rolling Meadows, Stephan 
Levy's friend Andy Carlson, Travelers German friend Karsten 
was there with girlfriend Lisa who will be going to Sturgis 
with the group; John Garamoni, a friend of Emil's, and Bill 
Ryan's friends, Chris Barry, of Schuamburg, and Tom. I rode 
with Tom, to Little Sturgis, he was on hand to help that injured 
rider on that trip, and I still don't have his last name. (Hey, I 
had to run the meeting, AND take the minutes. Throw in a 
piece of chewing gum, and well, you get the picture.) 

Jim Haase gave a recap of the July rides, and upcoming August 
rides. He reported that 77 people attended the Progressive 
Dinner ride. Larry Scalzitti talked about his upcoming dis-
tance ride, and invited all interested Top Cats to join him 
Stefan levy discussed his upcoming Big Cat ride to see the 
Lions and tigers, and bears, (Oh My). Taz discussed the 
Shriners ride, and Ric Case reported on the Sunset ride. 

And history was made that night. Bard Boand delivered the 
update on the Sturgis ride by saying, "Tomorrow morning at 
8:00 AM. 70% chance of rain, bring your raingear. Egg 
Harbor." It was the shortest ever recorded by Bard about 
Sturgis, Little Sturgis or any other speech he's ever given to the 
Top Cats. Brevity, thy name is Bard Boand. 

John Fraccaro reminded everyone to check out the website, 
especially the For Sale section. Lots of new listings. Contact 
John if you have something to sell. 

Don Schaffer reported that the treasury still has money, and 
that the money collected for the Progressive Dinner ride was 
donated by our host members back to NISRA. 

Speaking of NISRA, Rose Temple passed out pre-registration 
forms for all of us to fill out for out September Charity Ride. 
Folks, this is OUR ride and this is what AVE do. You owe it to 
the mother members to attend OUR ride that so many people 
have worked tirelessly to create. Let's make sure that EVERY 
Top Cat will sign up EVEN if they can't make the ride on that 
day. 
Traveler set the 16th as the deadline for the Roar, and thanked 
Joe Rabanus for sending him so many good photos. He needs 
more from the members, AND also wants to have more mem-
bers send him article for the Roar. Remember, if you've 
attended a ride, share your thought and feelings with the rest 
of us. It makes for a more diverse and interesting Roar. 

Wayne also recounted his pre-ride trip to the Big Cat Farm, 
and how enjoyable it was to see the big cats and hear them roar 
when the motorcycles are revved up. When I rev my engine, 
all the sewing machines in the area turn on. 

He also asked us to keep an eye on the website for details of a 
September event he's speaking at held at Good Shepard 
Hospital on September 18. 

Safety Chairman, Ric Case reminded everyone to always be 
looking for escape routes when riding. Whether in town or on 
the open road, be vigilant about knowing where you'd go if 
something unexpected occurs. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:02. 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chair 

Helping Our Fellow Riders Help Themselves 

Ever been on a ride and see riders weaving from 
track to track dangerously for no apparent reason? 
Ever been on a ride and seen riders just not paying 
attention to their riding? Or talking to a passenger 
while not focusing on the road ahead or the task at 
hand? What should we do? 

First, we must identify the cause of their riding erad-
ically not just the symptom. Are they tired? Are 
they just not focused and concentrating on their rid-
ing? Are they stressed? Are they hung over? Are 
they hungry? Is this just the way they normally ride? 
Let's not assume the latter. 

Provided you are a small group on a long ride and it 
is just a matter of focus, concentration, daydreaming 
or just a wandering mind; would giving them more 
responsibility, such as leading or being a tail gunner, 
for a period of time, requiring them to increase their 
need to focus? 

If they are tired; is a brief rest period in order. Or is 
there some other method of recharging their interest 
and redirecting their attention to riding? Does their 
passenger have concerns that need to be taken care 
of or at least reduced? 

The first order of business is to inquire. At a gas 
stop, at an intersection, at a traffic light, start the 
inquiry process. Do they realize they might be a 
hazard or create a potential problem? Maybe just the 
act of inquiring will make them aware something 
needs to be addressed and take care of the concern. 
If it is a physical problem then take the time to cor-
rect it. If it is a mental problem, then take the time 
to dispel it. 

Let's remember the Brotherhood of this organiza-
tion, and keep it strong by politely looking out for 
our fellow riders, and helping teach each other to be 
the best riders as a group, and individually, that we 
can be. 



than) full stomachs threatened to halt some of us 
in our tracks for a mid-day siesta. But, alas, 
desert beckoned, so we must not falter. 

Progressive Dinner Ride 
By Chuck Prettyman 

Thinking of a heading for the following com-
ments was the most difficult part of this activity. 
It could have been ..." TOP CATS, I Love this 
Club", or The Extraordinary is Expected". 

When an event, any event this club has, turns out 
to be a good time for the majority, it seems that 
everything went according to plan at another 
Top Cat function. But the stories behind the 
scene are more telling about the membership 
than the fact that 83 people signed up to go on a 
140 mile odyssey of riding motorcycles from 
point to point while being entertained and FED 
by four separate, but very discriminating, hosts. 

There are the four hosts to start with; Mark & 
Sue Heller opened their new home in Round 
Lake for the first stop of fresh juice, coffee, 
fresh fruit, pastries, and cookies to get the sugar 
and caffeine in our systems before we hit the 
road for a 90 minute trip to Naperville. Don and 
Jean Esbjornson treated all the riders and their 
passengers to a multitude of salads, fresh bread, 
and an assortment of cold beverages. 

One team of riders arrived at Naperville with 
Rob Mann leading the pack on the route that 
Craig Martens started. Linda Martens Low 
Rider developed electrical problems enroute; 
John & Dar Lundy stayed to help (leave no one 
behind), Rob Took over, and Bill & Sandy 
Vernon came from Inverness with truck and 
trailer to pick up the stranded bike. They all 
joined the party later. Rob, John, Bill and their 
wives all joined to support the Martens. See 
what I mean. 

Meanwhile, back on the trail, the Traveling Food 
Fest moved from Naperville to the home of Ed 
and Sue Apel in Burr Ridge where the whole 
family prepared, served and catered the tastiest 
steak sandwiches to the 70 or so riders who were 
still in the game. Cold refreshments and (more 

The ride to North Barrington was again divided 
up into several leaders taking different routes. 
Some took Rt. 355 but entered at different points 
and changed the final approach to Mario and 
Maria Prosperi's where only the hardy survived. 
It's amazing how much food can be consumed in 
so short a time. 

Jim Haase was the clearing-house for all the 
"I'm Going", "No I'm not", Maybe I will" 
responses as well as the organizing force behind 
the gracious hosts. Marl Sullivan led his first 
Top Cat ride with two Senior Road captains in 
tow to verify he earned his rocker; Kevin 
Riddick took a contingent on a separate route as 
did Tom Malia, John Fraccaro, and Craig 
Martens. Of course Jim "Taz" Krepel led a 
group on a route only he could find. Rob Mann 
took over Craig's route and yours truly had a few 
riders bravely follow. 

With the leaders, the hosts, including both 
spouses, the coordinator, the rescue team and 
those who picked up and took charge when 
needed, there were 21 Top Cats working to make 
another event appear seamless. One has to be 
mindful that the people who put this organiza-
tion together should be proud of the club they 
created. 



STATE 

Jim Samaras 
Invites you to visit - 

LUBE, OIL & 
FILTER CHANGE 
No Appointment Necessary! 	 Plus tax

Up To 5 Qts 
SERVICE HOURS Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly highter. 
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm • Sat Sam-12pm 
One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 
	 aziouww 	   AliWIRIMIFIFIPtail 	  

CRYSTAL LAKE • 815 459-8000 	 Where Rt. 14 Meets Rt. 176 



Mark Your Calendar for 
Sunday September 12, 2004 

Top Cats of Illinois 
is proud to present our 
eighth annual charity ride 
to benefit NISRA, the 
Northern Illinois Special 
Recreation Association. NISRA( 

GRILL 
American Pub & Eatery 

Sunday September 12, 2004 
Top Cats 
of Illinois 
8th Annual 
Charity Ride 
Benefiting 
NISRA 

Northern Illino s Special Recreation Association Northern Illinois Special 
Recreation Association 

This year's event will be 
hosted at Duke's Grill in 
Wauconda, IL. 

The ride will begin, and end, at Duke's Grill. All 
types of motorcycles are welcome to take part 
in the 100 mile pledge ride. Even if you do not 
have a motorcycle 
autos are also 
welcome to 
participate! And 
all are welcome 
to join us for 
the post-ride 
festivities! 

Registration 
opens at 9:00 am. 
First bike out at 
10:00am. Last bike out at 
11:30 am. Lunch will begin to be served at 1:00. 

S GRILL 
American Pub & Eatery 

476 W. Liberty Street•Wauconda, IL 60084 
(Rt. 176, 1/8 mile east of Rt. 12) 

847-526-0002•Fax 847-526-6132 

Rain or Shine 
Registration opens at 9:00 am 

First bike out at 10:00 am 

Last bike out at 11:30 am 

Lunch will begin 
to be served at 1:00 pm 

Come for the ride 
and stay for the FUN! 

Post ride festivities will include 
FOOD, MUSIC, RAFFLES, 
50/50 and MUCH MORE! 

476 W. Liberty Street•Wauconda, IL 60084 
(Rt. 176,1/8 mile east of Rt. 12) 

847-526-0002• Fax 847-526-6132 



Hosted at. 

GRILL 
American Pub & Eatery 

476 W. Liberty Street•Wauconda, IL 60084 
(Rt. 176, 1/8 mile east of Rt. 12) 

847-526-0002•Fax 847-526-6132 

Sunday September 12, 2004 
Top Cats 
of Illinois 
8th Annual 
Charity Ride 
Benefiting 
NISRA 
Northern Illinois Special 
Recreation Association 

Pre-registration fee: 
$25.00 for rider 
$15.00 for passenger 
Pre-registration entry form, and payment, must be received 
by September 4, 2004 

Day of event registration: 
$30.00 for rider 
$20.00 for passenger 
Pre-registration, and day of event registration, entitles rider 
and/or passenger to participate in the pledge ride route 
as well as gives entry into post-ride festivities. Lunch is 
included with paid registration entry fee. 

Name 

Club Name 

Address 

Address 

City 

Top Cats Charity Ride 
Benefiting NISRA 
Pledge Form 

I am participating in the 
Top Cats Charity Ride 
Benefiting NISRA. 
Would you like to support my 
efforts with a contribution? 

Name of donor 

2  

3  

4 

5 

6  

7  

8  

9  

10  

11 

12 

Amount 

State 
14 

A rider who collects $50.00 worth of pledges receives a free event t-shirt. 

Zip 	 Please duplicate below form: 
We gratefully acknowledge your contribution of $ 	 

to the Top Cats Charity Ride benefiting NISRA. 
Your contribution is tax deductible. 

Email 
Please make checks payable to NISRA-Top Cats Charity Ride 

Please mail complete registration form and check to: 
Top Cats Charity Ride, c/o Janet Riddick, 
1660 Dolcetto Ln., Gurnee IL, 60031 
Additional forms available on-line at www.topcats.org  

Date: 	  

Name: 	  

Address: 	  

  





"Meetcha on 
the corner!" 

87th & Harlem 

708.598. 7000 
7200 W. 87th Street 
Bridgeview, IL 60455 

GEORGE J. LAX 
CELL # (847) 533-5236 
P.O. BOX 725 
LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

AIR CONDITIONING 

HEATING 
HUMIDIFICATION 

SHEET METAL 

BARLEY-DAVIDSON 
HOURS 

 1 M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 
® SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 

SUNDAY CLOSED 

2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

AM E R I CA 
OPEN ROAD ,%10:0010- 

4,71:1110.4"..--Bnirr-°6  

HULDEN 

4111111V 
IA 

AILAPP 
GRAPHICS 
C•0•R•P•O•R•A•T•1•0•N 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

5 

5 

www.koozys.com  

iiii0
Z4  

CArL  

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 

SPECIALMIG IN AMERICAN MADE MOIORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  



OIL SPOTS his experience on the way to Sturgis. Best bet, call the local 
dealer directly. 

By Traveler 

BIKER FRIENDLY I. Try the Days Inn in Coralville, IA near 
Iowa City. Rocky Patel lowered the rate from $89 to $59 for 
bikers going to / from Sturgis. 

BIKER FRIENDLY II. Maggie Mae's Bar in Salina, KS. Old -
school biker bar, great food, excellent service, unusual prices 
(Big burger meal-$3.00, T-bone dinner-$10.00, beer-$1.50.) 
Old, old, biker bar with old attitudes. Not recommended for 
posers with pre - faded leather. 

BOUTIQUE. Zook's HD in Des Morns, IA has a new building 
constructed like a barn complete with silo. Inside is like a 
cathedral. Another dealer goes boutique. 

COURTESY. If you can't handle your motorcycle at speed, or 
you don't have the skill or confidence to take curves at the 
speed limit...ride in the back and let your fellow riders enjoy 
the twisties. Don't ruin a good group ride by holding every-
one back at your skill level and creating a fluster cuck. 

RALLIES. All of them are good but, the emerging one in pop-
ularity seems to be the New Orleans rally 28-31 Oct, 2004. 

KILLERS. Tragedy struck the Leathernecks, a club in VA, on 
14 August. A drunk driver crossed the centerline and hit nine 
bikes head-on. No deaths (yet) but broken limbs and a lost 
leg. The driver? Just a DUI. 

DANGER. Of course cell phones and cagers are a threat to us 
but, be very wary of cars with tinted windows. Best bet, stay 
clear. 

MILEAGE. When you're on a trip and you're in the middle of 
Nowhere, USA, it's good to know just what your fuel mileage 
really is. Manufacturer's specs are often optimistic. Track 
your mileage to establish your own average mpg. Remember, 
head winds, hills, speed, passengers, and full luggage loads all 
contribute to reduced mpg. 

RAIN RIDING. I've seen waterproof cameras, ink pens that 
write underwater (on what?), waterproof radios, etc. I have 
yet to see a waterproof cell phone. Anyone know of one? 

CURVES. The reaction to getting into a curve too hot is, too 
often, to nail the rear brake. This is instinct over skill. If you 
find yourself into a curve going way too fast, lean, lean, and 
lean. Worse - case, you low side. Best - case, you pull it 
through the curve. 

HELMETS. Once again, check the laws in the states that you 
plan on riding in immediately before you depart. On 15 
August, 2004, Louisiana reinstated their mandatory helmet 
law for all riders, all ages. 

LOUD PIPES. We know that, in most of Europe, any pipes that 
are not original equipment will get you a fine and your bike 
confiscated. New York City is proposing a similar law that 
could result in loud pipes costing you, up to, a $5,000 fine, jail 
time, and your bike confiscated. Keep an eye on Europe. As 
we well know, everything in Europe has a history of migrating 
to the US! 

DUI. Finally, we have some standardization that makes a bit 
of sense. As of July, all states in the US have a .08 BAC limit 
for DUI. 

ACQUISITION. Looks like Ducati, S.P.A. has made an offer 
for the cash-starved Aprillia Group. Based on Ducati's history 
of recovery, it just might save one more motorcycle marquee 
from biting the dust. 

TWO-WHEEL DRIVE? Why? Looks like the industry is going 
that way. Yamaha and KTM are two of the manufacturers 
developing a two - wheel drive motorcycle for off-road mar-
kets. Watch this give genesis to a whole new method of 
motorcycle riding. 

NEW ACCESSORY. The newest, and probably most controver-
sial, accessory seen at the debut of Harley-Davidson's 2005 
models in Sturgis, was a radar detector dock, built into the far-
ing of the 2005 Road Glide. Probably only sold in states 
where radar detectors are legal. 

BIKER CULTURE 

Have a road name yet? Here are some unused ones... 

Pork 
	

Sled 
Gator 	 Trash 
Deuce 	 Destroyer 
Con 	 Boss 
Bounty 	 Torch 
Scoop 	 Railhead 
Splitter 	 Pelvis 
No Fault 	 Muzzle 
Gaucho 	 Flak 
Dump 	 Cyclone 
By Pass 	 Adder 
Squire 	 Acid 
Keeper 	 Itch 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE. Sometimes it's roadside hassle vs. 
assistance. Ask Terry Kumro the next time you see him about 



We Need More Top Cats at the Kelly Inn. They 
even provided some free beer. 

Sturgis...We Need More... 
By Gary Brandt 

Strange title for a Sturgis article, but that will be 
cleared up later. My message is not about the 
details of the great trip the Tops Cats had to 
Sturgis this year. It's about how comfortable it 
was for those of us who were first timers. All of 
the fears of the long ride out, the hordes of peo-
ple and Motorcycles, the strange behaviors, and 
the legendary danger of riding in the area were 
for naught. (Ok maybe some strange behavior, 
but what happens in Sturgis-Stays in Sturgis) 

The ride was so well organized that anyone 
would feel comfortable. Bard and the other 
senior guys have this so down pat that you can 
just sit back and enjoy the ride. There was a nice 
mix of club rides and free time. The three days 
riding out were as much fun as the days in Rapid 
City. There were many stops along the way and 
I never heard anyone complain about being 
tired. Before you knew it, you had arrived at that 
days destination. Nice hotels and great dinners 
awaited us. We all looked forward the next 
morning to hitting the road. 

The Black Hills area is nothing like I expected. 
It was much better. Sturgis is only a small part 
of the experience. The roads were made for 
Motorcycles, with twists and turns to satisfy all 
skill levels. The pace was always acceptable and 
everyone had a good time. The shear number of 
motorcycles that were in the area was mind 
numbing, and made the Harley 100th event look 
like an amateur hour. 

So 	 back to the title.. 

We Need More Top Cats driving on Rt. 33, 
winding across Wisconsin. 

We Need More Top Cat cruising through the 
Badlands and visiting Wall Drug. 

We Need More Top Cats... at the La Minestra 
Bistro. Great Italian food. 

We Need More Top Cats staying at the Alex 
Johnson. An older quaint Hotel. The Alex 
Johnson is an excellent venue with a good loca-
tion, plenty of cycle parking and great food as 
well. 

We Need More Top Cats enjoying the private 
banquet. There were many empty seats and a 
special dessert prepared just for us. 

We Need More Top Cats driving through Custer 
State Park, searching for Buffalo. 

We Need More Top Cats looking for the 
Waterfall in Spearfish Canyon. 

We Need More Top Cats winding along Needles 
Highway. 

We Need More Top Cats walking through 
Sturgis. 

We Need More Top Cats visiting Mt. Rushmore 
together. 

We Need More Top Cats to ride to Devils Tower 
in Wyoming. 

We Need More Top Cats walking along the arm 
on Crazy Horse. 

We Need More Top Cats sitting outside the Alex 
Johnson talking about the days ride and tipping 
a few brews. 

Bottom line.....we have plenty of Top Cats... We 
Need More at Sturgis...Don't be afraid, schedule 
next years vacation right now.... 



A Valuable Lesson...or Two ... 
By Lynn Adams 

For those of you who have been riding for many years, this 
may sound elementary and maybe even a little trivial, but I 
thought I would share it with you anyway. 

Any of you ever been asked by a newer rider, "What bike 
should I get?" How about told by a sales person, "You have 
to have this bike, you will absolutely love it!", If you have 
ever heard these words, the story that follows may make you 
think twice. 

Over a period of six months, I learned several valuable 
lessons about selecting a motorcycle. My hope is that those 
who choose to continue reading will be spared the agony of 
going through a similar experience. 

Lesson Number 1: I should have listened to my broth-
er... 
When I started looking for my first motorcycle (back in July 
2002), I called my brother in California (who has been 
building, riding and racing bikes longer then I can remem-
ber), and I asked him this very simple questions. "What 
bike should I get?" His response was, "I can't tell you, you 
are going to have to find one that feels comfortable to you". 
At the time, I thought his response seemed vague and non-
committal, but now I realize how brilliant those words of 
wisdom really were. Thanks, Lee. You can't tell what bike 
will fit you the best, until you get on it and ride it. 

Lesson Number 2: How to take a test ride... 
One of the most important lessons I learned was that taking 
a test ride should not only test the acceleration and horse-
power, but also how the bike handles on curves and in tight 
turns. Novel concept? Probably not, but for those newer 
riders who are star struck by the opportunity of a faster 
"prettier" bike, taking a test ride on a straight street is real-
ly not enough. Take the bike in a residential area, or in an 
area were you can experience the type of riding you will be 
doing once you purchase the bike. You will also want to 
take the bike out more than once to identify anything that 
you might have missed when you were in your "new bike 
haze". You will be glad you did! 

Lesson Number 3: Bigger is better .... 
...well, maybe not for everything. I know...many of you are 
thinking bigger is ALWAYS better. I thought so too... at 
first, but being only 5' 2" and a big fan of horsepower, I 
couldn't wait to trade my 750cc Honda Shadow Spirit for a 
brand new 2004 Honda VTX 1300c. They were newly 
released June 2003, and the sales guy "knew" I would just 
love it. Well I did, or at least I thought I did until I rode it 
for several hours or tried to back this 650 lbs. beast it into 
my garage. I truly began to question my choice when I took 
my new rocket for a ride with a few tight blind turns and 

encountered some sand. 

I loved the horsepower, but the additional 100 lbs. of bike 
weight, the position of the drag bars, and the forward con-
trols created an uncomfortable and potentially dangerous 
combination. In addition, it caused me to begin questioning 
my abilities as a rider. Not a pleasurable or safe combina-
tion. 

Lesson Number 4: Things are not always as simple as 
they appear.... 
I will try to spare you all the gory details... but the bottom 
line is I loved the power of the 1300cc, but the bike just did-
n't seem to fit. One of my first options was to change the 
delivered drag bars to something that would help provide 
more leverage for making turns. Sounds simple doesn't it? 
I thought so too, but in actuality, this is where the fun began. 

When asking experienced riders, dealerships, custom shops 
and even a Honda Rep. or two, how to select a new set of 
bars that would be better suited for me, each had a different 
idea, but nothing concrete. In some cases, I was asked if I 
had thought about trying another bike instead. At that point, 
I was still interested in exploring my options of changing the 
bars, and boy we there options...bars, risers, brake and 
clutch cables, bolts ...and probably other parts I hadn't 
thought of. I was amazed at how may different "possible" 
solutions, ideas and responses I received. (Many thanks to 
all of you Top Cats who patiently explained options in hopes 
of relieving my frustration and getting me back on the road). 

Lesson Number 5: The bottom line ... 
After attempting to test ride the Retro version of my VTX 
1300 (my bike with pullback bars and floorboards), I deter-
mine that the bike and I were probably just not meant to be. 
Maybe with a few more years of riding experience, I may 
have been able to handle the additional 100 lbs. of bike 
weight. But for now, I'm pretty convinced that the expense 
of changing the bars on my VTX 1300, would have probably 
not have done the trick. Shopping for handlebars in a cata-
log is like shopping for clothes from a catalog, it looks great 
in the picture, but you just never know if it is going to fit 
until you get it home and try it on. 

After test riding a couple of other bikes, multiple times, in a 
residential area, I decided to go with a completely new bike. 
I now ride a Honda, Shadow Aero 750. The bike weight is 
back down to 550 lbs., the seat height is a low 26" and the 
bottom line is I fell much more comfortable riding it. 

The moral of my story is, pick what feels right and ride your 
own ride. 



Randy S. Braun "On the mark 
for all your 

insurance needs." 

arget 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 

2145 Meacham Rd. 	 Phone 847.925.9900 
Palatine, Illinois 60067 	Fax 847.925.9901 

Our preferred clients are Business Owners, 
Executives and Motorcyclists who know 
we'd rather work for a client than search 
for one. That's why our clients so often 
recommend us to others. Ask around. Ask 
an RB Target client about the RB Target 
Insurance Agency. Satisfied client referrals 
have been building our business for over 
twenty three years. 

r 	 Need 
Help with- 

Income Taxes? 
Divorce Planning? 

Business Valuation? 
Business Accounting? 

Financial Audits or Reviews? 
Computer Systems Assistance? 

Business or Personal Planning? 
You need the 

NumbersMan 

Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 

Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC. 
3710 Commercial Ave. #1 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847)564-4500 #17 

NumbersMan@TheCpas.Biz 

Advice rendered by our firm is totally 
independent. We do not sell or take any 
commissions or incentives for recommend-
ing insurance, stocks, annuities, or other 
financial products 

(MOTORCYCLE CONSUMER NEWS a AUGUST 2004) 

And who said truth is stranger than fiction... 

On 1-5 (southern California) a freak motorcycle accident 
took place. Two Orange County Sheriff s Officers, riding 
their bikes side-by-side in the HOV lane, were suddenly 
overtaken from the rear by another motorcycle, report-
edly going in excess of 100 mph. Without slowing, the 
speeding bike struck the rear of the police bike on the 
right. The officer was thrown off his bike, forward and to 
the right by the impact, and landed on the back of his 
partner's bike. At the same time, the speeder was thrown 
forward off his bike, and landed spread-eagle on the just-
vacated seat of the police bike, where he managed to 
grab the handlebars and keep the bike upright, riding 
away as the two police officers, who had also remained 
upright, gave chase on the other police bike. 

The chase lasted less than a mile before the speeder 
dropped the cop bike, and the officer who had jumped 
bikes also fell off - thankfully, uninjured but for bruises. 

As you might have expected, a breathalizer test showed 
the speeding motorcyclist to be very, very drunk. 



Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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